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NancyBrophy Day:
Celebrating a visionary

by Kathy Grantham

¥

Nancy'Brophy. " = Tom Thumb dmmmers perform on stage: ‘

Throughout its history Westchester County has been blessed with many ouotstaexliand
women. Nancy Brophy, founder director and owner of the Thomb Preschool in Mohegan
Lake is among that august group.

June 4 was prBRraphy®ayimetite Wedtithester CouBtyard of Legislators,
celebrating her commitment to the hégt standards of excellence during the past 35 years of
nurturing and teaching children to be Athe best

Becomi ng a | ead e rvacdumechanadter is fopmed as an arhafgamof lige
experience at home alyearsadre spenthindi@hal ZBmepPartampa) s s c h o
where she attended a multiracial and bilingual comprehensive dtigd s

Under the auspices of Wayhlmiversity, she toured eleven countries hi Europe, then accepted a
two-year teaching position at a very alinternational school in Perteaching all academic
subjects in grades orthough eight

At a United States arny e p e n d e n in Brénces shentaught seventh anghth graders.
Returning to the United States, Brophy continued to teach juniorshiglents in Massachusetts
and at Copper &ch Middle School in Yorktown.



In 1968 Brophy opened the doors of ffrem Thumb Preschool creating an environment that
emphasizes the devel opment of each chil dbés abil
challenging social settingbler school is a model of modern ghi@dergarten education and

enrichment.

Inthe midé 6 0 s , Brophy was teaching at Copper Beech 1|
teaching French, and they shared similar ideas about educatingichiidhen Brophy opened

the doors of Thumb Preschool in 1968; she invited Gaspatri to join the newly established school

as a French teacher. In 1993, Gaspari was hondgnedBrophy asked her to assume the post

of Assistant Dir ect oithNarcyiSTacchallelge anchd joy béc&dser ki ng w
she always tries to do better whatever was done

Many parents are themselves Tom Thuahbmni. With an enrollment of more than 380
children a week, ranging in age from two years and mioeths to five years, counting halay
andwholeday sessions, simple arithmetic gives a st :

A faculty of 10 head teachers has a complement of 20 assistants, by law, and & two to one ratio
in each classroom.

Two halfdaysa week cost $160 a month; three fadlys cost $330. Hatfay kids get
everything the altlay kids get; drumming, physical education, vocal music every week; with
piano keyboard and French for the older kids.

Full day students are slated for an enrichnpeagram in academics, science projects, other
topics of interest suited to their age level and learning to speak in front of a group.

Since most children | ove t o be arakingledito au m, Brophy
drumming program taught by eartified drumming teacher who comes to Tom Thumb from

Connecticut twice a month. From overturned white buckets, Brophy created drums and made

drumsticks for the children that are not only very safe and soft, but color coordinated for the left

and right hads. Drumming is wonderful for their focus with the added plus that every child is

successful. The little drummers gave a tremendous performance at the recent graduation,

drumming to their drumming teacher.

Brophy concentrates on binging life skills to yguchildren, especially in their social/emotional
development. Being able to get along with people, learning to share, knowing about school
routine and how to behave in a classroom or at a theatrical presentation are all first steps in
establishingapatten of behavior. fASince Nancy and | have
know these are |ife |l essons that carry on throu

Living and teaching outside the United States f
just one way to teach children.

As the driving force behind the school 6s music
adapted Saturday performancdidhe Musc Mano, for example, performed by Spotlight

Theatre, the acting company that uses hemggium and stage at nighe will have taught

the songs and story beforehand.

Devoted to musical and performance art, she has also been the inspiration fetgtting

other peopleds projects | ike Pat Qmiansi |l i o and J
Theodora and Sorin Cepoi6s Dynamic Gymnastics,
Humphreyoés fADance for Joyo and many educational

years.

iln case of a medical emer ge rsewe havdah approvadi | dr e a
health policy with he Mohegan Fire Department
explained Brophy. dAln 36 years, weob6ve only had



Applauding Brophy as a visionary in the field of education, Gasparifsésdh e | ays t he
foundation necessary for strong and healthy minds that areghéy to learn a cope with all
that | ife has to offer. o

The Westchester County Proclamation on June 4 was the first public recognition of her work.
How fitting bhhabaydanego®nioped the tireless eff
template for all dedicated and devoted teachers of our children.



